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Futures Forum- English

Book Club Essay
Title Page Information
Your book club essay must include a title page with the following information:

• Your Name and School
• Book Title

• Year of the book 

• Author

Format 
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You will write a five paragraph formal essay that will examine such things as character, theme, plot, and conflict.

Content Checklist
• A well developed thesis statement
• A six sentence introduction
• Topic sentences and proof from the novel
• A conclusion that repeats the main points and re-states the thesis

• Proper use of quotations and references to the novel
• Spelling and grammar will be graded
Quotations & Citation
• Your essay must include at least 3 quotations (1 per body paragraph as supporting evidence). These quotes may be from the novel or a secondary source such as a blog or review.
• You must use a combination of direct and indirect quotations.

• Follow MLA format for the paper and Works Cited

Topics to Develop a Thesis for Your Essay
1. What is the main conflict that the protagonist or main characters have to deal with? Describe the complications in the main conflict. 

2. What do you think are the most important messages for readers or lessons that characters learn in the book? Discuss how themes and messages are developed in the story.
3. Does the story’s plot interact with compelling characters and reach a resolution?  Describe and analyze how key plot events shape and alter the story. 

4. Does the novel suggest anything about human nature?  Examine how the author reveals important aspects of three characters in the story.

Overall Expectations

Reading

• Reading for Meaning
• Understanding Form and Style
Writing

• Developing and Organizing Content




• Using Knowledge of Form and Style




• Applying Knowledge of Conventions
Book Club
  Formal Essay
   Evaluation

	Categories
	Description
	Level

	READING


	
	

	Reading for Meaning
▪ Information, ideas, concepts


	▪ Reading comprehension strategies such as graphic organizers, book club discussions, and blogging have been used to understand the novel
▪ These various strategies have been used to make notes and generate effective inquiries about the novel

	0-1-2-3-4-

	▪ Important details and analysis


	▪ Understanding of content has been demonstrated through identifying key aspects about character, theme, and plot
▪ Important highlights in the novel have been examined and identified in notes and organizers
	0-1-2-3-4-

	D Understanding 

    Form and Style

    ▪ Communication

	▪ Elements of style have been identified
▪ How the form of writing communicates meaning has been explored
	0-1-2-3-4-

	
	



READING MARK

	
    %

	WRITING


	
	

	Developing and Organizing Content 

▪ Thesis


	▪ The essay provides an effective thesis

▪ The thesis clearly highlights the main points
	0-1-2-3-4-

	▪ Analysis


	▪ Offers insightful explanation and analysis of plot, character, theme and conflict
	0-1-2-3-4-

	▪ Organization


	▪ Organizes material with clarity and logic
▪ Each Paragraph has a topic sentence and two supporting quotations
	0-1-2-3-4-

	▪ Conclusion


	▪ Concludes with a highly insightful generalization

	

	    Using Knowledge
    of Form and Style

▪ Sense of purpose/ audience


	▪ Effectively controls ideas and details to inform the audience.
	0-1-2-3-4-

	▪Tone and style
	▪ Uses a highly effective formal tone
▪ Sentence type, structure, and length have been varied

▪ The essay establishes a writing voice

	0-1-2-3-4-

	Applying Knowledge of Conventions 

▪ Language conventions
	▪ Applies grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation with accuracy and effectiveness

	0-1-2-3-4-

	
	



WRITING MARK

	
    %


�








