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Futures Forum




Name:

Opinion Piece News Article
Instructions

The assignment is an opinion piece of five paragraphs on a news topic from a category in Canadian Points of View (Virtual Library). The essay (article) must include the following:
• An introductory paragraph which starts with a broad statement and narrows to a strong thesis statement
• Three body paragraphs – each paragraph gives a point along with facts from a social media source (quotes), or your own experience to prove the point, and/ or a discussion of other news sources from Canadian Points of View in the Virtual Library
• A concluding paragraph which restates the thesis and broadens to an effective conclusion

Twitter, Facebook, & Social Media

• Like any great news reporter you will get some information from social media sources such as Twitter and Facebook.
• Your article will cite at least one quote from a social media source.
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• For example, you may post questions on Twitter related to your topic and have friends tweet responses. 

Points to Remember When Writing the Opinion/ News Article
• Use an active voice
• Create an effective persuasive argument
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• Make sure the tense is consistent (past or present) throughout the news story
• Correct all sentence fragments and comma splices

• Use apostrophes correctly

• Create an interesting title for your essay
Format

• Length of 2-3 pages.
• Typed in TIMES NEW ROMAN 12 point font and DOUBLE SPACED

• Indent paragraphs – do not leave extra spaces between paragraphs

• Title page and page numbering like you would see in a newspaper
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Bio & Pictures
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Opinion Piece News Article

Virtual Library Research
· Log on to the VIRTUAL LIBRARY 
· Open Canadian Points of View
· Select 1 of the following 8 categories for your news article
	1
	Aboriginal People

	2
	Animal Welfare

	3
	Civil & Political Rights

	4
	Crime & Punishment

	5
	Environment

	6
	Global Issues

	7
	Human Rights

	8
	Women’s Issues


· Inside each of these categories explore the various topics
· Select 2 articles from your favourite topic and provide all the information for the point and counterpoint arguments. 
· Use at least 1 point or counterpoint from your research in your opinion piece news article.
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Wordle Collage 
• After the opinion piece is written go to Wordle and make a word collage to include on your title page.


Scribd for Publishing your Opinion Piece 

• After you are finished writing your opinion piece will upload it to Scribd.com.  

Checklist
□ 5 paragraph essay/ opinion piece in the style of a news article.
□ 1 Twitter quote or social media source in the article(minimum).
□ 1 point and/or counterpoint in the article (minimum).

□ Bio & picture (like a reporter/ journalist).

□ Title page with Wordle collage.
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• The first picture you will take will be a head shot of yourself to include as a journalist photo along with a brief bio.





• You will include 3 other pictures in your article to illustrate what you are writing about.  Include the name and source of the photograph (as a photo credit) even if you are the photographer.





Tips for Writing a Bio





• Keep it short�
• Write a bio in the third person�
�
• Make it easy to read�
• Highlight your main achievements�
�
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.wordle.net/" �http://www.wordle.net/�
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.scribd.com/" �http://www.scribd.com/�











